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could be made towards its solution by purely geological methods.
Apart from the suggestion that the alternating layers of salt
and polyhalite, etc., owed their origin to the change of tem-
perature with the seasons, there seemed little chance of any
results of value being obtained. In the hands of van't Hoff
and his collaborators, however, the whole question has been
opened up and developed to such a point that even the" tem-
perature of the period at which any particular series of beds
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was deposited can be determined with moderate accuracy. In
the following pages a brief account of these researches will be
given.
2. The Researches of Usiglio and van't Hoff.
From the composition of the Stassfurt deposits, it seems
probable that they were originally formed by the evaporation
of sea-water: and hence it may at first sight appear perfectly
simple to repeat the process in the laboratory by evaporating